
RETURNING TO 
SLOVENIA & OUR 
FAMILIES
COUSIN JOHN STEARLEAND I RETURN, OUR FIRST TRIP WAS SEPTEMBER, 2019. 

AND WHILE IN EUROPE,  I SPENT TIME IN MUNICHAND SALZBURG.      

TCS, JAN 2023



A LITTLE BACKGROUND ON MY GRANDPARENTS

ÅMy grandmother was Angela Sterle,  Angela was born in Eveleth but raised in Slovenia.  Angela 

had a brother, Jacob, was also born in Eveleth. When the family visited in Slovenia, he returned 

to Minnesota (was a baby) and Angela remained. Angela returned to the US in 1919.

ÅJohn Skull was born in Slovenia and emigrated. John and Angela married in 1922.

ÅAngela passed away in 1941, we lost track of her brother Jacob. Her father Jacob died in 1902.

ÅFortunately,  Angela listed the home address in GradeĤin the passenger list.

ÅI found one of Jacob 2õs grandsons, John Stearle, and we worked on the family genealogy 

together. 

ÅFor my Skull side, the communities listed on documents varied.  I trolled people on Facebook 

until I hit paydirt!  



ANGELA WITH HER GRANDPARENTS, PROBABLY FIRST 
COMMUNION PHOTO, TAKEN AT UNION HOTEL                     
ANGELA AS AN ADULT IN LJUBLJANA BEFORE COMING TO USA



THE STERLEKOZOLEC, MORE THAN 250 YEARS OLD.  ORIGINAL 
THATCHED ROOF, WITH DIRA.                                                  
FINDING THIS KOZOLEC ON WIKI WAS KEY TO FINDING THE 
FAMILY!



NEģASKULJWITH THE YOUNGER, ANNA, JOSEF AND KRISTINA, PROBABLY IN LIPA. 
THE REST OF THE SKULJFAMILY IS IN AMERICA. SHE WAS DETAINED IN ELLIS
ISLAND WHEN EMIGRATING WITH THE 3 CHILDREN. 

JOHN AND ANGELAõSWEDDING PHOTO IN DULUTH, 1921



DAYS 1-2.5 MUNICH
MARIENPLATZAND NEUSCHWANSTEIN CASTLE

City hall with 

glockenspiel, 1908.  

Every 2 or 3 times per 

day, a 12-15 minute  

with 32 characters.  

The Bavarian knight 

always wins! 



Frauenkirke, started 1468    



A delicious Bavarian lunch at        

Augustienerin Marienplatz



LOVE THE BREAKFAST BUFFETS!  NEUSCHWANSTEIN CASTLE WAS THE 
INSPIRATION FOR THE DISNEY CASTLE! 
WHILE IN MUNICH, I WAS TOLD THAT THE MATRIARCH, GABRIJELAPASSED AWAY.    
NEXT STOP: SALZBURG



I went by train to Salzburg, and 

stayed in a seminaryin the old city.                                              

The view from the rooftop and 

breakfast. I booked the seminary 

through Monasterystays.com



I LOVE TRYING THE LOCAL CUISINE. 
HEREõS A SACHERTORTE (INVENTED IN SALZBURG) AND VEAL SCHNITZEL



SOUND OF MUSIC TOUR, WAS SO FUN! THE 
GAZEBO, SCHLOSS LEOPOLDSKRON, MONSEE



MOZART TOUR



I CUT A DAY OFF SALZBURG, GOT ON A BUS TO ATTEND GABRIJELAõS
FUNERAL.    JOHN STEARLEJOINED ME.  
GABRIJELAGREETING US IN 2019.



GABRIJELAõSFAMILY AND THE ROSARY



BREAKFAST AT 
BENJAMINõS 

When planning the trip, one thing I 

wanted was to have coffee with 

Gabrijela.  Benjamin and his wife 

made me a breakfast, with coffee as 

she made it.  So sweet. 



COMING TO SLOA 
DAY EARLY GOT ME A 
SPOT WORKING AT 
THE FAMILY VINEYARD 
IN TREBNJE!

The vineyard is from  Silveõs

family (Benjaminõs wife) family. 



THE FAMILY HAS 10 ROWS, THERE ARE NO FENCES 
BETWEEN OWNERS



BENJAMIN USES A REFRACTOMETER/REFRACTOMETER TO CHECK 
SUGAR CONTENT. THE WHITE GRAPES ARE READY.  HE IS GIVING 
US SOME INSTRUCTION


